Responding to World
Disasters
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Introduction

We are all faced — sometimes it seems on a daily
basis — with the nesd fo respond fo natural
disasters, such as famine, or the HMWAIDS
epidemic in the world, or matiers of peace and
War.

The immediate response s to want to do
something fo help our fellow human beings. Oftem,
time iz pressing with the needs of the psople
involved being literally a matter of life or deaih.

Individuals will want to respond in the best way
they can but what should Scouting do?

This programme material has been devised to
help Leaders in The Scout Association to provide
a measured approach to the response to
emergencies and disasters - not jusi when they
happen but as part of cur balanced programme.

It would be wrong for Scouting to have mothing to
do or =say. As an educational movement, wa all
will want fo help our Scouls to come to terms with
these ewvenis and to think about what each may do
as an individual to make the word a beller place
where such ewvenis are gquickly dealt with or
aliminated altogether if possible.

‘Youmg people may have besn exposed to images
on the media which are deeply upsstting, the
consequences of which are uncertain. It may be
that there are members of the Scout Group who
hawva lost loved ones or who are otherwise closaly
involved in the tragedy. We should of course be
aspecially careful here. For example:

= be carsful not to condemn all thoss of
particular race or cultural or religious
background

The Scout information Centre

0845 300 1818

+ arrangemenis could be made to express
sympathy to any families known {0 us and
direcily affected by the incident

What to do?

Give money

You can donate money for the benefit of those
affected by a disasters, for example to

+  Unicef

+  Quefam

+  British Red Cross
Disasters Emergency Committes

+ Comic Relief Red Nose Day.

Programme ldeas

But Scouting is not a relief agency; our job is to
wiork with young people. Programme items for
different age ranges can be plannsed =0 as to
incorporate them inlo the mesting in a way you

find comforiable. Some ideas are available in the
publications listed in this fact sheet. Ideas are also
posted on ScouiBase (0], -

www scoutbase org uk.

Rather than respond fo a particular incident, why
mnot have am ongoing programme of suitable
activities? This could involwe:

+  yisils
« ftalks

*  involvement in  the world
Secouting

family of

+  working towards the Intermational Group
Awvard.

Examples of recent evenis where Scouting has
responded includs:
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