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UNICEF is looking for contributions to the State of the World Children?s
Report (SOWC) and a companion report which will be written and edited by
young people under 20 years of age. This report will explore the situation of
adolescents from their own perspective, based on their own life experiences.
The purpose of the report will be to complement the SOWC report with the
unique insight young people have about their own situation ? the kind of
information that is not easily found in statistical tables. 

Scouts can send their contributions on-line to UNICEF. We would appreciate
a copy of the contribution sent to educationalmethods@scout.org so that we
can publish some examples on Scout.org

The SOWC has been UNICEF?s flagship publication for 30 years, and every
year it closely examines a key issue affecting children. The report is
translated into several languages and read by thousands of people in
governments, the United Nations, media and the general public. This year the

report will focus on adolescents ? like you! The report will include statistics and information about the challenges and
opportunities facing adolescents around the world. 

You can read more about previous editions of the SOWC at http://www.unicef.org/sowc/ 

??How do I contribute? 

?There are two ways to contribute ? you can submit a quote, write a short essay, or both. ??Submit a quote ?Answer the
question below: ??

In 50 words or less, tell us what would help you live your "best life"? 

??Write an essay 

?Write an essay where you share your perspective on an issue that is important and relevant to you. You can choose from
the list below or choose your own issue to write about:

?? What makes you feel good about yourself, confident and empowered?

? When do you feel safe? ?

? Which values and human rights are most important to you, and why?
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?? What does equality, fairness and non-discrimination mean to you?

?? What does community and citizenship mean to you?

?? What do you understand by the terms dialogue and mutual understanding?

?? What current issue (such as economic crisis, poverty, youth employment, climate change, the impact of technology, HIV
and AIDS, gender equality) do you feel has the biggest impact on your life? Why?

?? Or write about any other topic of your choice ??

Guidelines

?? You have to be born on or after January 1, 1991 (as the report will be written by adolescents about adolescents)

?? Be brief ? essays cannot be longer than 800 words (about 2 pages with regular font)

?? Share your insight - write about a topic where you have personal experiences and perspectives.

?? Be respectful ? you can write about anything you want, but keep in mind UNICEF?s basic values of human rights, gender
equality and non-discrimination.

?? Be inclusive ? help spread the word and facilitate the participation of everyone. By collecting and submitting quotes and
essays from those that do not have access internet, you can help ensure that a diverse set of perspectives are included in
the report.

For more information use the following link to visit UNICEF's website.
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