
Wha t memories of  the J ambor ee will y ou tak e home?
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Brata T. Hardjosubroto
Head, Gerakan Pramuka
(Indonesia) Contingent

This is my fourth
international Jamboree
and this is my second in
Asia. Every bit of this
Jamboree has been
magical, and I will treasure
each beloved memory of it.

Chilo Farsyth
17, USA

I will remember that this is
my first time to join a
Jamboree in the Philippines.
There are lots of trees and
fresh air. All of the Scouts had
a lot of song and laughter. If
I will have the opportunity
to join another Jamboree
here, I will be very glad.

Gallon Tu
29, Taiwan

I won’t forget meeting Scouts
from other nations. It is my first
experience and I love the
people. We love the Jamboree.

Bilal Sultan,
16, Pakistan

For the 222 Indonesian Scouts who
participated in the 26th APR Jamboree,
the colorful and cheerful appearances of

their 13,000 fellow Scouts from all over Asia-
Pacific Region countries in the Grand Arena of
the Jamboree in Mt. Makiling Scout Camp, on
the eve of 31st December 2009, really created
very impressive and unforgettable nice memories.
This is their 1st experience ever in life, celebrating
new year with their thousands of new friends
from other countries.

Lots of fun and laughter have been heard
when they tried to build networks, friendships,

The unforgettable party

GOOD MORNING!!!GOOD MORNING!!!GOOD MORNING!!!GOOD MORNING!!!GOOD MORNING!!!

EDIT ORIAL

The 26th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Jamboree has come to an end. The
remnants of the camp such as the footprints of the campers and the poles of the
nations’ flags which flew freely in the air would always essentially give meaning
to the photos and souvenirs we bring home. The tents have been folded, but
not the friendship, and eventually the positive impact of the Jamboree in the
lives of those who have made it happen.

The countries that have graced the Jamboree would once again update
their respective archives of the history of the Scout Movement to incorporate
the tasks we have completed, joys celebrated, and the challenges to which we
have committed to address collectively. The memoir of the 26th Asia-Pacific
Regional Scout Jamboree is soon to be essayed by the lessons we put into
practice in the days, months and years after.

Our best Jam souvenir ever

Salamat Po!
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 Our best souvenir

Hurray!!! Happy New
Year to everybody and may
we live up to the resolutions
we have set for ourselves!!!

Eight days might be too
short for the camp, but the
amount of lessons, experi-
ences and knowledge we
gained  is remarkable.  The
homecoming of several inter-
national and local delegates
exceeds 13,000, and accom-
modating all of them has been
a very big task. Thanks to our
very hardworking and tireless
International Service Team
(IST) staff, for they have ex-
tended a competent service to
ensure the success of this Jam-
boree.

The Jamboree is a
sketch of the world we have
today. It is a world whose
greatness lies in the things
we see and appreciate with
the heart, hence, with fond-
ness. It is in this approach
that we tend to value things
that really matter more.
What is more precious in the
camp, is the question we
should ask. Logistical prob-
lems are always present in
almost all Jamborees, and
their prevalence is not a mi-
nus after all. It is part of our
training, and integrated in
every camp module. We

Eternal camp fire
need them to grow. And pay-
ing the price of growth is worth
the stay which became the
matrix of the lasting friendship
among Scouts. This, only this,
is the view that deserves to be
emulated. The grandeur in the
jamboree is not the conve-
nience it offers, but the price-
less opportunities to learn—to-
gether. Only then we could say
that we are prepared to create
a better world.

We begin to prepare our-
selves by being teacheable in
our way of living. Scouts must
do a good turn daily. It is a
norm that all Scouts must
know, but many Scouts tend
to refuse to apply. There
seems to be a personal crisis
when it is easier to complain
than to try to do the chores
right and well, and at the same
time is eager to gain credit for
every good deed done.

Humility remains to be
the seat of wisdom, and we
should be humble to learn as
we live the Scout ideals, lest
we reduce ourselves to being
ordinary kids on the block that
aspire not to serve their fel-
lowmen. We are not like them,
and thus we are to suffer the
‘pruning’ of our imperfections
and limitations as growing citi-
zens of the world.

Scouting is such a world-
wide organization, and by ad-
hering to its Oath and Law, we
collectively immortalize its ex-
istence. We must, therefore,
encourage the youth to emu-
late our accomplishments and
motivate them to take an ac-
tive part through concrete ac-
tivities towards promoting
peace, unity and brotherhood,
in order to create a better
world in the future.

After this 26th APR Jam-
boree, may all of us be very
happy and proud that we have
become part of history. May
we always be reminded of our
Oath and Law, and live life to
the fullest. But how? Let us
make a positive difference in
ourselves first. LONG LIVE
SCOUTING!!!

Before the jamboree opened, we waited with bated
breath until Scouts from all participating countries stood at
attention, and then later paraded to the jubilant crowd,
standing tall amidst the sea of humanity while cheering in
distinct languages which meant one thing: Hello and
Forward, Scouting! From then on, modular activities took
place, and the rest is history. Other side-events like
swapping tokens and searching for collector’s items, like
badges, pins, neckerchiefs and much more, as well as
nightly cultural presentations which promoted cultural
exchanges, have been considered the ‘breathing spaces’
for tedious Jamboree life.

Little by little, the transformation of Scouts from childish
to childlike, and from alone to having good company, took
place. A grand fireworks display at midnight of New Year’s
eve, with its magnificent beauty attracts, then meant the good
fortune that awaits us in the years ahead. The new year has
come, and the mental and spiritual dimensions of our lives
must be all the more enhanced to prepare us for trying times.

At the closing of the Jamboree, it would seem that the
eight-day gathering of Scouts seemed like a ‘blink of an
eye.’ Time flew so fast, and we wish there is one more day.

Then again, in moments like this, we ponder seriously on
what would surely be left behind—a clear realization that
the experiences, lessons and friendships that we’ve gained
throughout the Jamboree which weigh so much more than
the shortcomings we faced during the camp.

Because of this, we learned and applied as well, the
meaning of contentment and maturity—traits that we learn
after overcoming adversities. As articulated by the APR
Scout Committee Chairman and BSP National President,
Honorable Jejomar C. Binay, “Every Jamboree carries with
it problems, and it is up to Scouts whether they’ll treat it as
challenges or difficulties.” And so as campers, we have been
taught to discern the meaning of things, especially those that
do not appeal to senses but to the heart and spirit.

In closing, farewell does not necessarily mean
‘Goodbye.’ We, participants, would just be physically
separated from one another. The lasting friendship, and
our friends themselves, despite distance, will stay with us
for the rest of our life. Communication lines are to be
kept open and working, though sometimes they may falter.
Fear not. There are ways to keep in touch. For one,
saying good prayers for Scouts around the world would
surely make the way for all of us to remember each other.
After all, Scouts are the world’s pilgrims.

As we leave camp, may we always remember that
the sun does not set in the world of Scouting. We do not
deserve a sad ending. For now and always, as popularized
by the BSP Secretary General, the best, and the kindest,
words that should accompany us home as we cap our
days in the camp are these--and nothing but--GOOD
MORNING!
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If the mountain could
dance, it would have danced
itself away.

New Year’s morning
started with a bigger blast from
the midnight’s fireworks when
the streets of Makiling were
marked with the upbeat steps,
smiling faces and colorful com-
peting groups for this
Jamboree’s Festive Dance
Street Competition composed
of selected councils from the
different subcamps.

The grand winner who left
the crowd in awe was Iloilo
Council that bagged P7,000,
Tacloban City, second placer
ran with a P5,000 while

BY RHOMELJUSTEIN  REDOBLE  (Cebu) AND ADULT LEADER CLAIRE  CORPUZ (Quezon City)

Maldives got the P3,000 third
prize. All winners were given
trophies derived from the bust
of Lord Baden Powell, a per-
fect symbol for their unique rep-
resentation of cultural ingenu-
ity.

Special awards were
given to Thailand, Maldives,
Indonesia and India. The del-
egation award went to Iloilo
while Tacloban City was
awarded the Best in National
Costume.

Participation awards
were bestowed to Surigao
City, Bohol, Bacolod City, In-
dia, Indonesia, Agusan,

Parañaque and Cebu.

Best customes
& yells

Thai contingents were led
with a tiger-inspired facade.
The non-competing groups of
Sub-camp Daza came with ac-
centuated Muslim attires, even
as the Quezon City Council
arrived in yellow costumes
shouting, “Q.C.” The Bohol
contingent wore orange vests
waving yellow kerchiefs, and
Bacolod City Council paraded
the artistic masks of the
Maskara Festival. The contin-
gent from India dazzled in their

national costumes.
Not be outdone, Cebu

Council with red capes en-
tered shouting, “Si, Señor !”
They referred to Santo Niño,
Baby Jesus. Ati-atihan dancers
emerged from Sub-camp
Stevenot with drums and bas-
kets. More of Sub-camp
Vargas shined as Iloilo pintados
warriors yelled, “Hala, bira!”

Scouts of Thailand
proudly displayed big photos
of their Royal Highnesses, the
King and Queen of Thailand.
Sangyaw of Leyte celebrates
the return of the image of Sto.
Niño which was lost from a

sunken ship when there was an
attempt to bring it to Manila.
The source of this information
is Scout leader Louie Adrales
of Leyte National High School,
an epitome of a dedicated
Scout supporter.

The Indonesian contingent
did justice to one of their many
local dances, and from sub-
camp Daza, the delegation from
India depicted a religious dance.

The Champions, the Iloilo
delegation, did a repeat perfor-
mance after the announcement
of winners. Undoubtedly, they
moved with precise synchro-
nization, a total choreographic
work of art. Viva, Binoy!

interaction, cooperation and promises among them from the very
first day of the Jamboree. For Gerakan Pramuka, the Indonesian
Scout Movement, this APR Jamboree is, without question, an
integral part of youth education activity. The Jamboree is a forum
where Scouts could implement and practice their Scout skills
and knowledge, got from their regular weekly training.

The Indonesian Contingent, he biggest overseas contingent
and the only contingent represented in all 6 Sub-camps of the
Jamboree, came from 14 provinces across the 240-million
populated country.

Thank you to the APR team, and our BSP brothers and
sisters who worked very hard, sacrificing their Christmas
moments to make this Jamboree a successful one, and fulfill its
objective of creating a better world. Manigong Bagong Taon!

The unforgett able p arty
From Page 1

To the participants of the 26th

APR Scout Jamboree:
Life is for service.  Every Scout
must keep his motto.  God is
always with us when we do our
best.  God bless you!
From Prof. Lim Giok Khun,  founder,

Filipino-Chinese Scout Club

The Ten Outstanding
Boy Scouts of the Philippines
Association (TOBSPA), the
association of the winners of
the annual search for the Ten
Outstanding Boy Scouts of the
Philippines, launched a pro-
gram dubbed “TOBSPA at15:
Redefining Excellence.”

The TOBSPA aims to
sustain its three-pronged ef-
forts in 2010 - membership in-
volvement, organizational
branding, and reaching out;  its
strategic direction for all initia-
tives in celebrating its 15 years
of service to the BSP. As the
developmental arm of the BSP,
TOBSPA commits itself to as-
sist the BSP to deliver quality
activities to the Filipino Scouts
in pursuit of character building
and citizenship training.

Likewise, it would part-

TTTTTOBSPOBSPOBSPOBSPOBSP A rA rA rA rA r edefedefedefedefedef ines eines eines eines eines e xxxxx cellencecellencecellencecellencecellence
ner with stakeholders in conduct
of good governance projects to
enhance Scouts’ involvement in
nation-building, as well as to
propagate the capability of
Scouts in assisting institutions to
enhance service through social
accountability principles and best
practices.

In the launch, former
TOBSPA Chair Jerome Ilagan dis-
closed that the TOBSPA was
formed as a response to the chal-
lenge of BSP leadership to partici-
pate in development works of the
BSP and to conduct relevant project
for the benefit of society.

BSP Secretary-General J.
Rizal Pangilinan pointed out that
the BSP needs TOBSPA assis-
tance in assessing the various
policy & management concerns
that affect the implementation of

BY LARRY N. CADUADA  JR. activities.
For his part, APR Scout-

ing Committee Chair and  BSP
National Presiden Jejomar C.
Binay lauded the accomplish-
ments of the TOBSPA specifi-
cally in the area of good gov-
ernance.       Towards
the conclusion of the event,
TOBSPA Chair Wigberto G.
Encarnacion, Jr. thanked the
BSP and APR leadership for
their continued support to the
TOBSPA activities.The event
was highlighted by the unveil-
ing of the new TOBSPA logo
for 2010 and beyond,
“TOBSPA at 15: Redefining
Excellence,” and the recitation
for the first time of the
TOBSPA Credo which would
serve as the official pledge of
commitment of the TOBSPA
members.

Sight,  sound,  J ambor ee



On the first day of 2010, the energy of
New Year’s celebration has remained in our
hearts. And so the Grand Campfire for the
26th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout Jamboree
started off with fiery array of
fireworks that glowed
beneath the cloudy
sky.

The Grand
Campfire was vital
for Scouts to share
their experiences,
to share and
promote friendship
among Scouts.

Before the
ceremony started,
the Grand Arena
was already almost
full of excited
Scouts. After  all lights
were closed, an Eagle
Scout waved the Jamboree
Flag, and seconds later, lights went off on the
center of the Arena. The fireworks emitted
sparks that sends a wave of wows around the
area.

Chairman of the Asia-Pacific Region, Sir
Jejomar Binay gave a few words, stressing
the importance of unity among the countries
of the region.  Then, there was a

One fiery night
BY AUSTIN BENNETT ONG (Manila), JUSTEIN REDOBLE (Cebu City), MHEL REYES (Bulacan), FRANCIS TEO UNTALAN , (Batangas City)

“Community Singing”, in which the song,
“Give Me Oil” was sung with many voices.

A series of cultural performances
inspersed with pop-rock music were delivered

by different sub-camps. Lim’s Catanduanes
Council was first to perform, followed by: Sub
camp Daza, Batangas, Basilan Council; Sub
camp Vargas, Cebu City Council; Sub camp
Camus, Bohol Council and some Indonesian
delegates; Sub camp Romulo, Leyte Council
and some Thai delegates; last, Sub camp
Stevenot with  Abra Council.

After  fantastic performances that
awed the audience, it was time to close the
ceremony once again. Assistant Deputy
Camp Chief Efren Edgar Dieta made the

closing remarks for the Grand
Campfire.

The Gathering of
Campfir e Ashes

followed next by
transferring
ashes of the
burnt wood in
the camp fire
in six small
pots or
palayok in
Tagalog.
Each

small pot
represented one

Sub camp.
The Scout Benediction

was led by Lieutenant Vince
Piccio, member of the National Training
Team, as a reminder that the Great Scout is
with is.  Eagle Scout Leonard Peòa of Lipa
City Council,  said that everyone there had
a great time and enjoyed themselves. And
so it was, for the Scouting movement is
about smiles and giving smiles to this
world.



Wha t Memories of  the J ambor ee will y ou bring home?

I will most definitely remember the
wonderful cultural exchanges and
the fantastic hospitality.

I will always remember the days
when I left my luxurious life
behind and experienced a whole
new life. I will also remember the
activities, exchange of different
things and the friends I made.

Shristi
Dugar
12, Nepal

Benton
Purnell
15, USA

I’ll never forget the new friends I have
met, the old acquaintances I met again,
and the rest whom I share memories
with. As part of the Jamboree press,
I’ll forever remember the late, coffee-
laden nights, the deadline-beating
rush, and the camaraderie we shared.

Joshua Carlo
Pile, 16,
Philippines

I am feeling very happy and very well.
I am very happy to see the Filipino
people. They are so beautiful, nice,
and kind. I love the people of the
Philippines!

Ali Shah
16,
Pakistan

I will always remember experiences
in our different activities that we can
use in our daily life, and the many
friends I made especially from other
countries.

Mark Jay P.
Armario
15
Philippines

It was a great experience; I met
many great friends. We had so many
activities that I would remember
always like the Survivor and the
Social Accountability modules.

Clarence
de Leon
16,
Philippines

I’ll remember meeting the English
people, especially Amy, doing the
Survivor Course, and learning
different ways of surviving in the
wild.

Kevin
Formosa
16,
Australia

E n d a n g
Pamulatsih,
16,
Indonesia

I’ll bring home memories of my
experiences about the interesting
personalities and about the many
kinds of people that consist the APR.
I’ll never forget the culture of each
country such as their traditional
dances, as well as the culture of each
Scout in the Asia–Pacific Region. I
hope that in the end, all of the
participants would get the best for the
world. Scouts, create a better world!

Erick Dela
Cruz
18,
Philippines

I would never forget my friend
Phoung Tran from Australia who
gracefully responded to my
invitations to join us in camp. I
will also remember the time when
I greet my friends with “Good
Morning” even in the middle of
the night.

 Khempichawa
Amatyaku l
15
Thailand

I’m impressed by the things we did
in camp. The other activities we did
were pretty good, and we enjoyed them
very much. Thank you!

I had a great time participating at
this Jamboree. I met many people and
different cultures. This is a great
experience worth repeating.

Myrone
Apolinario
14

Philippines

I would definitely remember the
memories of trading badges,
exciting activities, and taking
pictures with all the people around
us.

Ida Leung
14,
Hong Kong

It was really nice staying in the
jamboree. I made many friends
and was very excited for everything.
The activities were really fun. I
will miss the camp.

Silvia
Maharjan
12, Nepal

The sleep deprived moments full of
fun as well as the “Changee2x fever”
[swapping] running inside the
campsite. The new friends I had made
and all the laughter and joy they have
given to me will be my greatest
memory in the Jamboree.

Jason
Occidental
17
Philippines

Irvandra
Alfathan
Suharnoko
13
Indonesia

We got so many friends and this
Jamboree trained us mentally, and
made us stronger than before. We
learned how to get friends from other
country and we also had so many
souvenirs from another country.

I will never forget meeting many
different people and learning new
things we could not learn in our
country.

Elliot
Choong
16
Malaysia

I met different people having
different cultures. This is a good
experience for me.

Hilal
H u s s a i n
Shah
16
Pakistan

Life after the Jamboree is replete with nostalgia.
We miss our new-found friends or simply the
activities themselves. However, we turn to our
memories to rekindle the days we enjoyed, our
lives not even to our hearts’ content. We recall
good memories from the Jamboree--to ponder
on what we have become, how we made others
happy as well, and to know until when we could
wait to be part of another camp again.

See you in Korea
On the very first day of year

2010, the Korean Scout Associa-
tion hosted its contingent’s recep-
tion.  The native delicacies and
cultural exhibitions that were
showcased delighted everyone
present.

The real highlight of the re-
ception, however, were the an-
nouncements regarding the suc-
ceeding Asia-Pacific Region Jam-
boree under the theme “Scouts,
save the earth!”

Finally, after a long wait, the
Korean Scout leaders and govern-
ment officials announced that
Suncheon City would be the host

for the 27th APR Jam.
The event will coincide with

the Scout Association’s 3rd Inter-
national Patrol Jamboree. The city
opens into the Suncheon Bay and
is one of the few remaining coastal
wetlands in the world.

Suncheon City has a beauti-
ful history, with the Nakan folk vil-
lage, the Songgwang and Sunam
Temples, and Dolmen Park.  The
City is also the ecological capital,
and has a Bosung green tea field.

The APR Office praised the
BSP for the successful conduct of
this ongoing Jamboree, lauded the
Scout leaders of Korea, and rec-

ognized Korea’s invest-
ments as they prepare for
the upcoming Jam. They
also announced that APR
Jamborees would now co-
incide with national events
of host countries.

The Koreans are in-
deed pleased to join us in
this Jamboree, and they
would like to extend their
invitation for us to join in
the next Asia-Pacific Re-
gional Scout Jamboree at
Suncheon City, Korea.
See you all in August
2010!

sures the virtues a true Scout
must possess.  As the saying
goes, once a Scout, always a
Scout.  Furthermore, he is al-
ways “Laging Handa,” pre-
pared to face the challenges
ahead.

As this Jamboree con-
cludes, let us keep in mind the
sterling example of Dr. Luis
Gatmaitan, Tito Dok, who,
through his medical profession
and through his literary works,
contributes as a Scout to Cre-
ate a Better World!

From Page 10







TicTicTicTicTic kkkkket to lifet to lifet to lifet to lifet to lif eeeee,,,,, tic tic tic tic tic kkkkket to et to et to et to et to MMMMMakilingakilingakilingakilingakiling
BY JASON OCCIDENTAL  (Davao City)

TicTicTicTicTic kkkkket to lifet to lifet to lifet to lifet to lif eeeee,,,,, tic tic tic tic tic kkkkket to et to et to et to et to MMMMMakilingakilingakilingakilingakiling
Undoubtedly, countless

Scouts are having the time of
their life at the Jamboree, but a
group might stand out as being
more excited than the rest.  They
are the Ticket to Life Scouts
from Malate, Manila.  These
participants come from diverse
backgrounds, having lived in
streets and slums, perhaps not
receiving the love of a parent or
the tutelage of a teacher.  From
their troop of 25, 18 of the Ticket
to Life Scouts attended the
Jamboree with their Scout leader,
Mary Ana Dilao.

The Ticket to Life (TTL)

is a project for Children in
Especially Difficult Circumstances
(CEDC) aged six to sixteen.  TTL
is patterned to meet their needs,
develop a plan for their lives and
start a meaningful life through
Scouting. Through the program,
young people prepare to become
responsible adults even during
adolescence.  More than 5,000
children within the Asia- Pacific
Region belong to TTL in eight pilot
countries, including Bangladesh,
Nepal, Pakistan, India, Indonesia,
Mongolia, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines.

In the Philippines, there
are three TTL troops located in
Manila, Davao City, and
Zamboanga City. Among these
troops, only the Scouts from
Manila and Zamboanga
attended the Jamboree. There
are also other TTL troop
applications in other councils
within the Philippines who want
to let children receive education
through Scouting.

The Scouts from
Ticket to Life-Manila are
enjoying their Jamboree
experience here in Mt. Makiling.

These Scouts have met new
friends from different parts of the
world and learned more skills in
Scouting by joining the different
module activities of the
Jamboree.

Participants from TTL
said that they want to become
stewards, lawyers and engineers
(one Scout even wants to be the
president), goals which they once
felt were impossible. But now,
through TTL, Scouts are aiming
for their dreams because the
project has given them education,
it has instilled moral values in

them, and most especially, it has
given them a sense of belonging.

Ticket to Life Scouts
feel welcomed and cared for in
the arms of the Scouting
Movement, and this raises their
self-esteem and fulfillment.  Of
course, the Jamboree is their very
first time for them to be involved
in such a large event.  They are
very thankful to the Asia-Pacific
Region because the Movement
gives them the opportunity to be
part of the big family of Scouting,
to realize their dreams, and to help
create a better world.

The Filipinos are known
for their closely knit families,
and most families hold the
tradition of family reunions
especially during holiday
seasons.

This explains the
common nostalgic sentiment of
Filipino ISTs everywhere when
asked how they feel
celebrating the New Year away
from the family. Some coped
with the feeling of loneliness by
texting or calling their loved
ones.

On the other hand,
Reymund Cafirma of Quezon
City felt happy because this is
the first international Jamboree
he attended. Edwin Burgos of
Lipa City, Batangas had mixed
emotions, but he felt comforted
with the company of jolly
Scouters.

Takayuki Harada of Japan
is happy because of the food and
drink. Noteworthy is Nguyen Si
Hoang, a Vietnamese, who was

Homesic k holida ys
BY CLAIRE  CORPUZ (Quezon City)

very happy because he
celebrated his 28th birthday on
New Year’s Day here. Marg
Shawcross of Australia felt good
among Scouting friends who
made her feel welcome.

Nu Giang Dang, another
Australian, said, “I am okay.
With friends around that act like
brothers and sisters, the
Jamboree is like home with the
family.” Khoa Ngo, also from
Australia, gleefully expressed,
“I feel very good because of
the fun.”  KL Genwa of India
said without hesitation, “It’s a
great opportunity to celebrate
with thousands of people from
other countries.

Rey Montano, Chairman
of the First Task Group, did
not feel sad at all. He
passionately spoke, “It’s a
sacrifice for a cause. It’s a
vocation and a conviction.” He
added, “We can overcome
sadness through fellowship
with other Scouts.”

Reinventing the art of drawing
BY JEFFREY DY (Manila)

Chou Yen Chun and Lai
Kun Fu are ISTs from Scouts
of China.  Chou is a known  ar-
chitect in their country; he is
the City Council Chairman in
Taiwan.  On the other hand,
Rover Scout Lai Kun Fu’s
nickname is Kung Fu.

Mr. Chou is the IST who
drew the above picture of the
survivor challenge, to show
other participants what happens
in the module because not ev-
eryone gets to experience it.
Chou has been drawing ever
since the 20th World Scout Jam-

boree in Thailand.
The Taiwanese ISTs also

promoted the Scouts of
China’s local activities; invit-
ing people to attend their up-
coming 2011 National Jambo-
ree, the turn of the century for
Scouting in their country.



Remember to remember
The Grand Campfire of the 26th Asia-Pacific Regional Scout

Jamboree has been lit— where we sang, danced, and committed
to make a difference—around it. The ashes of the woods
gathered around the camp, plus the smoke that rekindles the
intense, burning desire to shed light, remind us that, once again
in our lifetime, we searched for light. Instead of merely finding
one, we created it—together. We savored being in the light. But
we celebrated for the light we collectively made. This is how our
lives in the Jamboree have been. And now that the light has died
down, we go home, where we need to shine brightest.

Let me count the ways we have been challenged to create
our capacity to give light to others. After the Opening Ceremonies
where proud delegations paraded their flags with grace, respect,
and dignity, we met various Scouts of the Asia-Pacific Region
and beyond. We encountered strangers who became our friends.
Now, we are brothers and sisters. We have become a big family
of Scouts. Many “good mornings” have made our days. The
light of peace is reflected in every greeting we made. And let us
promise to do more.

Then we completed our
tasks based on Jamboree
modules. In Extreme Challenge,
we loved the mud, and we
fought for our way to get
connected with the light ‘at the
end of the tunnel’ to be back
on track. Surely, it was an
experience that tested our
patience to do things that
seemed difficult. And we have
realized that things become
easier when we  overcome
fear. That consciousness shed
light, that there is no challenge
so extreme that a Scout of the
world could not master —
only if we believe in ourselves,
only if we serve as a light to
others.

In Aquatics, we  learned
that the water will find its way
around us. In Ropes Course,
we realized that walls are hard
to climb, and it is not easy to
go down from the top.
Symbolically, walls represent
any hindrance for people to
understand each other. And so
we must break the walls that
divide us as a family of
Scouts, as peace should not
always be a task which is full

of danger. When we realize
that walls are hard to climb,
it is time to commit not to
construct one. Instead, with
the same effort, may we be
able to build bridges that
connect people. Such
realization is likewise a form
of light, as the intention to
unite people must be as clear
as the light — to guide and
not to confuse us along the
road to peace.
Along with Ropes Course is
the Asian Quest. Self-

defense, as we learned, must
be done with great caution.
Preparing for the fight is
extreme mental work, more
than being physically fit. A
sound mind determined to
fight and defend oneself
requires clarity of thought. It
needs good faith. It needs
enlightenment — lest we fall
into the pit of darkness that
promotes selfish ends.

In Survivors, we learned
to confront our fears. The
exercise taught us self-reliance,

and we emerged as better
individuals after completing the
task. We simply dared to do
things we found difficult, and
we have seen the difference in
us. Now, we know that

ignorance of life, as well as
ignorance of anything, is
darkness, as we could not
move on to the next level of
understanding that could make
the good in us even better.

BY JEROME ILAGAN



A former Scout
from Nueva Ecija who
has made it big in the lit-
erary world wrote a book
to pay a short tribute to
Scouts from all over the
Philippines.  Dr. Luis
Gatmaitan, affectionately
called Tito Dok by many,
released NAKUPO, HINIHIKA

SI  HERMIE, or OH NO,
HERMIE IS HAVING  AN

ASTHMA ATTACK just last
year.

Drawing inspiration
from his Boy Scouting
days in Talavera, Nueva
Ecija, Tito Dok situated his
latest story in a campsite,
with the usual pollens and
allergens also in the area,
posing an unexpected ob-
stacle for the protagonist
in the story, Scout
Hermie.

Dr. Gatmaitan got
the name of the Scout
from a real friend named
Hermie, who never got to
attend camps because of
his asthma. In part, Dr.
Gatmaitan wrote the story
to let his friend finally “ex-
perience” joining a camp.
The book is part of a se-
ries entitled MGA KUWENTO

NI TITO DOK (THE STORIES

OF TITO DOC), a continu-
ing progression of bilingual
children’s books to edu-
cate kids on common

Tito Dok:
One Tr ue Scout

medical issues, such as
broken bones, fevers and
sore throats.  Tito Dok
is colloquial Filipino for
“uncle, doctor.”

Before writing this
book on Scout Hermie,
Tito Dok received his
Palanca Awards Hall of
Fame for winning five
first prize Palancas in
children’s literature and
essay categories.  The
bemedalled author is also
a Ten Outstanding Young
Men (TOYM) awardee,
and his other books have
won countless accolades
from national and global
circles.

Like each one of us,
Dr. Gatmaitan immensely
enjoyed Scouting in
grade school, and fondly

recalls gaining many new
friends at a regional Scout
Jamboree in Tarlac.  Aside
from graduating first in his
class from San Ricardo
Elementary School, Tito
Dok also gained the Boy
Scout of the Year award.

To aspiring writers
here at the Asia-Pacific
Jamboree, Tito Dok ad-
vises the Scouts to read,
read, and read, saying that
a good writer is also a good
reader.  And of course, like
an observant Scout, a
writer sees something be-
yond the ordinary in seem-
ingly ordinary things.

Dr. Gatmaitan em-
bodies the ideal Boy Scout,
not only fulfilling a good
turn to his friend Hermie,
but exceeding it by per-
forming the good turn to
the Scouting Movement as
a whole, upholding the ide-
als of Scouting for his read-
ers to see.  Moreover, his
writing the Tito Dok series
is not just a good turn for
the everyday, but a good
turn that lasts for a life-
time.

According to Dr.
Gatmaitan, Scouting was
indispensable in helping
him achieve his life goals,
and up to today he still trea-

ROUND TABLE --  Some Asia-Pacific Region Scouts discuss issues affecting the
youth of today at the youth forum designed to be one of the highlights of the ongoing
26th Asia-Pacific Regional Jamboree.

Father of  Mong olia Scouts
Fa ther of  man y na tions

BY KIM DE LEON (Metro Manila West),
JASON OCCIDENTAL (Davao) & JOSHUA YOUNG

Tucked in the deep
recesses of CICM
(Congregatio Immaculati
Cordis Mariae) Home
Sweet Home and hidden
behind the fragrant pines
of Baguio City, there lies
a treasure trove of
Scouting in the Reverend
Father and Scout leader
Tchang.  He is not only a
spiritual father to the
dozens of clergy residing
in Home Sweet Home,
but also one of the
founding fathers of the
Scouting movement in
Mongolia.

With a total of 77
years of Scouting,
including a three-year
stint as chairman of the
Baguio Council, Father
Jean Marie Tchang is no
stranger to camps and
leader trainings.  Fr.
Tchang was the
Contingent Head of
Nueva Viscaya fifty years
ago, at the 10th World
Jamboree here at Mt.
Makiling.  And nobody
could be more of a leader-
trainer than a four beads
wood badge holder like
him.

This was the very
reason why the good
father was commissioned
by the World Scout
Bureau to visit Mongolia
back in 1993 – to invest
months of time and effort
to begin, from humble
beginnings, the Mongolian
Scout Association.  That
year, Fr. Tchang
facilitated a Basic
Training Course (BTC)
for adult leaders to join in.
He even brought a
Mongolian Scout all the
way to Baguio to study
the Scouting movement in
the Philippines.

The next t ime
Tchang was sent to
Mongol ia was to
conduct an Advanced
Training Couse (ATC)
in 1996.  Then again,
when his job was
drawing to an end,
Father Tchang visited
one last time in 1999 –
represent ing the
Philippines to the Rover
Moot in that country.
Today, thanks to father
Tchang, around 8,000
Scouts can be found in
the nation.

In fact, one of the
two Mongolian delegates
to the APR Jamboree,
Ariunchuluun G., a
current Scouting
department head who
joined Scouting in the
early ‘90s, recognized
Fr. Chang from the BTC
and praised him as “a
teacher and a mentor
who helped us greatly.”

The Mongolian
Scouts were not able to

send many delegates to
this Jamboree as it
conflicted with classes in
their country, and the
transportation costs
would be extremely
expensive.  Despite this,
the Mongolians are
having a great time, as
“There are so many
participants at the
Jamboree, all happy and
friendly. We are very
lucky that it does not rain
here at Makiling.”

Father Tchang
very much wished to
come to the Asia Pacific
Regional Jamboree to
meet with the Mongolian
Scouts, but his health
did not permit him to
come .  However, he
sends his regards to the
Scouts at the Jamboree
– remember to be happy
by making others happy,
and, through this, we
can make the world a
better place.

After the Asia-Pa-
cific Jamboree, Scouts
would be sure to ask,
what’s next?  Our an-
swer: How about con-
sidering joining the World
Scout Jamboree?  But
what is a WSJ anyway,
and what is the difference
from local camps?

Based on experi-
ence, we can tell you that
a World Jam is much
grander in terms of color
and sound, with a much
richer and interesting ex-
perience, with a wider
scope.  As the WSJ hap-
pens every four years,
tens of thousands of
Scouts from every cor-
ner of the world gather in
one site to join the event,
where Scouts live and
learn together.

For those who de-
sire to learn more about
other cultures, the WSJ
is an amazing melting pot
of cultures, which gives
you ample opportunity to
interact and work with
Scouts from other re-
gions; fostering under-
standing and strengthen-

Sweden promotes W orld Jam

ing solidarity across geo-
political boundaries.

Scouts receive a
fresh perspective at the
World Scout Jamboree,
as it is represented by all
the National Scout Or-
ganizations across the
globe.  There are also
special funds to support
certain Scouts to the
Jamboree.

The next World
Scout Jamboree, hosted
by Sweden not far from
the verdant Kristianstad,
is themed around the
concept “Simply Scout-

ing.”  This means work-
ing together, laughing to-
gether, learning from each
other, contributing to our
own development and
that of society as a whole.
Simply all the things Scout
have been doing for the
past 100 years that have
created such a rich and
diverse educational youth
movement. However: this
adventure will also be dif-
ferent from anything ex-
perienced so far; because
we are looking forward
now, to the next century
of World Scouting.

BY JOSHUA YOUNG

BY JOHN PAUL ABADAY (BATANGAS)
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