Dear XXXX

On 20 and 21 November you will be representing [insert country name] at the Council of ministers of education, culture and youth. An important item on the agenda of this meeting will be the proposed recommendation on the mobility of young volunteers. I would like to draw your attention to another theme related with volunteering that our organisation strongly supports: The European Year of Volunteering 2011. 

You are surely aware that the Council of ministers of education, culture and youth has in its meeting from November 2007 with its resolution 14427/07 invited the Commission to start working towards such a Year. Ever since, a huge mobilization of civil society organisations and the European Parliament has joined this call and resulted in the fact that today the 17 largest European civil society networks active in volunteering and 4 European institutions are calling for this Year to be organized. 

The European Commission has so far been rather reluctant to our call. Very recently, President Barroso has suggested in a letter to the alliance of the 17 networks starting a consultation process with the stakeholders and European institutions to further discuss the initiative. While in principle we obviously welcome this as a positive step forward and accept the invitation, we urge the Commission to launch a decision for the Year during its current mandate: 2011 is getting closer and it is the ideal moment to organize such as Year. Synergies can be sought with the activities that the United Nations plan in 2011 for the 10th anniversary of the International Year 2001 and a Year of Volunteering: The Year will significantly raise public awareness about volunteering opportunities all across Europe. Finally, as 2012 is already promoted by DG EMPL to be the Year on active ageing, if not agreed now – Volunteering could only be declared topic of a Year in 2013 or later- entirely losing the momentum and mobilization achieved at this moment.  

We therefore invite you to suggest at your forthcoming meeting that Commissioner Figel’ launches the proposal for the European Year of Volunteering 2011 still in his term of office to allow for thorough preparation in collaboration with all stakeholders that have already pledged their support. The current French Presidency has met a delegation of the alliance of European civil society networks and announced to informally address the issue of the Year 2011 – and we would like to urge you to speak out in favour for it at your meeting on 20/21 November. We will obviously be happy to provide further information on this initiative if needed. 

Over 100 Million volunteers in Europe tirelessly engage for the common good of our societies: Theirs are the hands that translate our European values of solidarity, active citizenship and social cohesion into action, day after day. In their name we would like to thank you in advance for your efforts and your support

Best wishes 

XXX

