Template letter to MEPs

[place, date]
Subject: Written Declaration on announcing 2011 as the European Year on Volunteering
Dear [name MEP],

On behalf [constituency organisation] we are writing to you to request your support for the call to designate 2011 the European Year of Volunteering.

Despite the fact that over 100 million Europeans are regularly and actively volunteering, it is often unrecognised and poorly supported. Volunteering provides valuable opportunities for personal development and is a proven generator of social cohesion and solidarity. It is a cause for celebration and concrete indication of Social Capital.

On November 16th last the Education, Youth and Culture ministers adopted a Council Resolution in which they pledged to co-operate more closely on the common objectives in the field of youth volunteering agreed in 2004. The Resolution invites the Commission to propose ways of promoting and raising the recognition of voluntary activities and to explore the potential for organising a European year to promote volunteering.

The European Economic and Social Committee called twice for a European Year of Volunteering. In 2006 (SOC/243), in its opinion on “Voluntary activity: its role in European society and its impact” and in 2007 in its opinion (SOC/289) on the European Commission Communication, "Promoting young people's full participation in education, employment and society" COM(2007)0498).
Young people as participants and beneficiaries of volunteering are inviting the European Parliament to seize this opportunity to call on the Commission to designate 2011 the European year of Volunteering. This Written Declaration calls upon the European Commission supported by all European Institutions and with the broad support of the political groups in the Parliament to announce 2011 as the European Year of Volunteering. The Written Declaration is available for you to sign from the 9th of April until the 9th of July.

I hope you find this Written Declaration as important as we do and that you will sign it. If you have any questions or queries about the Written Declaration on designating 2011 the European Year of Volunteering, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Kind regards,

[name, organisation, contact details]
