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The Annual Conference on Development Cooperation 2007 was held in
Geneva last Friday 14th September in the presence of approximately 2000
guests, including many young people and school classes. The Conference,
organised by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) in
partnership with the Swiss Coalition of Youth Organisations, was devoted to
the theme of youth and dialogue between generations and across cultural
boundaries. The motto of the Conference was ?Youth and Development:
Seize the Opportunity - Now!?

Committed young people from Switzerland and Burkina Faso had a prominent voice in two discussion sessions, of which two
representatives from the Swiss Guide and Scout Movement (SGSM) had the opportunity to take part. Together with 30
representatives from various youth organisations of Burkina Faso and Switzerland, they shared their experiences on
development in African countries and collaboration with institutions in Switzerland. ?For us a partnership is about equal
exchange. We are not imposing anything on our partners in Burkina Faso, but sharing with them, like they are sharing with
us ?, said Daniela Lussmann from the Swiss Guide and Scout Movement.

The group also debated the challenges posed by development and possible responses among themselves in dialogue with
Justin Koutaba, Burkina Faso?s Minister for Youth and Employment, SECO General Director Jean-Daniel Gerber, and SDC
General Director Walter Fust. 

The Swiss Guide and Scout Movement is involved in several partnership projects in different countries. The partnership
between the SGSM and Scouts and Guides in Burkina Faso was established more than 15 years ago. Nowadays, Swiss
Guides and Scouts are running a Kindergarden in the village of La Todin and are helping the Girl Guides and Girls Scouts to
continue to stabilise the structures of their Association. Almost every summer Guides and Scouts from both countries
participate in joint events. Next year, Guides from Burkina Faso will participate in the Swiss National Jamboree and Scouts
and Guides from Switzerland will travel to Burkina Faso.

For more information: www.msds.ch
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