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The Response 
to an emergency situation

Haiti, January 12 2010, 12h53: A violent earthquake of 
magnitude 7.3 ravages the country and its population: 
230’000 dead and 300’000 wounded. Over one million 
people are displaced…

Soon after the initial quake, Scouts mobilised to bring 
aid to the Haitians. Since then they have not stopped 
working. There is a visible will among the Scouts to 
come to the aid of the population that has fallen victim 
to the earthquake, that almost destroyed Port au Prince, 
Petit Goave, Leogane, Jacmel and Grand Goave. Even 
though they might not have the tools to properly assist, 
they have the experience. 

In fact, during the previous natural disaster caused by 
the hurricanes in 2008, the Haitian scouts were present 
and active in assisting in three areas that were particularly 
hit hard by the catastrophe (Gonaïves, Cabaret et 
Chansolme). Lacking everything, they are however 
ready to act. Here are the actions that they have taken in 
response to the urgent situation: 

•	Relief operations
•	Funerals
•	Identification of victims and displaced people
•	Food distribution
•	Opening first aid centres
•	Establishment of Internally Displaced Persons camps
•	Transport of victims to the Dominican Republic
•	Auxiliary roles with the security forces, etc…

The World Scout Bureau quickly made itself available 
to the NASH in order to coordinate the different aid 
proposals from National Scout Organisations and also 
to manage the international call for donations as well as 
to assist in managing the relationships with international 
relief organisations.

Scouts active participants 
in Haitian society

The National Scout Association of Haiti (NASH) is an 
educational and youth association that is well implanted 
in all region and social levels of the country. It has about 
45’000 members, which makes it the largest youth 
organisation of the country and one of the strongest in 
the Carribean and Latin America. 

NASH benefits from a good image and recognition in 
the country because it reacted rapidly and effectively 
during the recent natural disasters that have battered the 
country : Hurricanes in 2004-2008, earthquake in 2010. 
Its establishment in Haitian society and its capability 
make it a reliable partner for the country’s authorities 
and those responsible for youth policies as well as the 
international humanitarian relief organisations.

The francophone cooperation
A representative from the “Scouts et Guides de France” was 
already on site and was working with the Haitian Scouts in the 
context of the Franco-Haitian cooperation that was already 
in existence. Historical partners of the NASH, the “Scouts et 
Guides de France” sent in the mid-January a reconnaissance 
mission to assess the needs and help coordinate the 
international scout aid. They organised a call for donations 
in France in the weekly catholic magazine “La Vie” (660’000 
USD donated to date). 

Assessment missions allowed for the support to the NASH 
in elaborating its reconstruction project, especially thanks 
to Dominique Bénard, former assistant Secretary General of 
WOSM. Civil volunteers of the cooperation are once again 
present, to support the Haitian volunteers. Important financial 
contributions from Scouts Canada (30’000 USD) and the 
Catholic Guides of Belgium (12’700) have further increased 
the participation of the francophone cooperation.
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The reconstruction project

The objective that NASH has set for itself is to « involve 
the Haitian youth in the reconstruction and development 
of the country ».  To achieve this, they have elaborated 
a five-year plan that is based on five specific objectives. 
This project was elaborated based on the needs 
expressed by the Haitian youth, founded on the real 
capacity of Haitian Scouts to respond to these needs, 
according to their partners and the future resources that 
will be made available to them.

Objective 1
Contribute to improving the lives of disaster victims, 
particularly children and young people.
Action:
Child protection, psychological support, leisure activities.
Partners:
UNICEF, World Scouting, Scouts et Guides de France, 
Scouts Canada, Catholic Guides of Belgium.

Objective 2
Support the development of a civil protection plan at 
national level.
Action:
Train Rovers to become officers of the National Division 
of Emergency civil protection, at their sector levels.
Partners:
National Division of civil protection, Voila Foundation, 
European Union, Telecom Sans Frontières, Swiss 
Embassy.

Objective 3 
Contribute to the social and professional integration of 
young people in vulnerable circumstances.
Action:
Vocational trainng, recreational, social and cultural 
activities. 
Partners:
UNICEF, World Scouting, Scouts et Guides de France, 
Fondation de France.

Objective 4 
Support children’s schooling and contribute to the 
reform of the Haitian education system.
Action:
Design non-formal education programs (Scouting for 
All) in conjunction with the Ministry of Education.
Partners:
Ministry of Education, UNICEF.

Objective 5 
Strengthen and establish the functioning of the National 
Association of Scouts of Haiti.
Action:
Good governance, a sense of accountability, 
transparency, capacity building.
Partners:
Scouts et Guides de France.

NASH Partners
The Haitian Scouts benefit from multiple partnerships that 
showcase their capacity to intervene in the different sectors 
of education and social action. Amongst these partnerships 
are:
• The Haitian government
• United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH)
• Red Cross
• UNICEF
• UNESCO
• UNOCHA
• International Organization for Migration
• The French government
• UNAIDS
• CARE International

Dominican cooperation
Soon after the earthquake, the Dominican Scouts Association 
made available their national centre as a logistical base for the 
collection and the distribution of material to Haiti. Aside from its 
participation in the Scout reconnaissance mission in January, the 
Dominican Scouts have undertaken work for the benefit of youth 
in the refugee camps that have sprung up at the border of the two 
countries. They also facilitated the meeting of the two ministers 
in charge of youth. In the Dominican Republic, NASH also relied 
on the availability of Rafael Julia, a former member of Movimiento 
Scout Católico (Spain).



Acknowledgement of Donors
(The following list has been established as of 31 August 2010. We 
apologize in case you are not mentioned in it. If this is the case, please 
notify us.)

National associations and local groups
1st Byfleet Scout Group - 1st Newent Scout Group - 1st Old 
Buckenham Scout Group - 1st. Cardrona Beaver Colony - 2 
Compagnia YO YO CNGEI Bolzano - 2nd Amersham Common Scouts 
- 36th Glasgow Scout Group - 3rd Hutton (St. Joseph) Scout Group 
- 7th Welling (Falconwood) Scout Group - AGESCI Associazione 
Guide e Scouts - AGESCI Busto Arsizio 5 - AGESCI Gruppo Scout 
Saronno - AGESCI Santarcangelo - AGESCI Sorbara 1 - AGESCI Zona 
Di Modena Pedemontana - AGESCI Zona Elimi - AGESCI Zona Varese 
- Agrupamento 160 Corpo Nac. Escutas - Aram El Khoury Syrianska 
Scoutkåren I Bo - Associazione Scout San Giorgio - Assoraider 
Rovermoot 2009 - ASTM - Bandalag Islenskra Skata - Bund der 
Pfadfinderinnen und Pfadfinder Stamm del Elch - CNE Agrupamento 
740 N - CNGEI Onlus - Corpo Nacional de Escutas - Cub Scout Pack 
- Cub Scouts Pack 388 - DT. Pfadfinderschaft - Europe Region Scouts 
- Fed. Assoc. Scouts Spain (ASDE) - Gils Scout of - Connecticut Toop 
66139 - Girl Scout Group (#71454) - Girl Scout of Eastern Missouri 
Inc. - Girl Scout Troop 730 - Gruppo Scout Alessandria 2 - Gruppo 
Scout Carini 2  - Gruppo Scout Noceto 1 – Agesci - Gruppo Scout 
Novara 6 - Korea Scout Association - Les Scouts ASBL - Les Scouts 
OA 021 - Les Scouts Unite LU004 - Movimiento Scout Catolico (MSC) 
- National Corps of Italian Boy Scouts and Girls Guides - Norcross Girls 
Scout Troop 1719 - Norwegian Guide and Scouts Assoc. - Pfadfinder 
St.Stephan 4 HV Raeren - Pfadfinder Und Pfadfinderinnen Österreichs 
- Rastrick St. Mathews Scout Group - S.T. Georgs Scoutgillen I Sverige 
ID. 802011-8496 - Scout Association of Hong Kong - Scout of 
Association of Japan - Slovensky Skauting - Svenska Kyrkan I Malmo 
- The Mauritius Scout Association - The Scout Association - The 
Swedish Guide and Scout Council - Thiravudthanuson Scout Club - 
Troop 10437 - Troop 90 Boy Scouts of America - Uniao Do Escoteiros 
do Brasil - Ware & District Cub Scouts

Individual donors
A. Wynne - Adolf Gernot Von Koerber Eberhard - Afonso Marques - 
Alberto Coelho - Aldo Roscetti - Alessandro Marini - Alex Vasurenko - 
Alexander J. Killby - Alison Redmond - Allen Olender - Alyssa M. Goforth 
- Anderson Condrasisen - Andrea Perilli - Andrea Wheeler - Andrew 
C. Newby - Andrew Royal - Anna Rita Caretto - Anne M Halstater - 
Anne Pohl - Antonio Aruolo Rocco - Antonio L. A. Jorge - Antony D. 
G. Harvey - Arianna Brini - Armando Citterio - Autocarriozzeria M SNC 
Mattioli Mauro - B. D. Williams - B.B. Mulder - Barbara Seaton - Barbara 
Seppi - Berhaul T. Laetitia - Bernard Doutre - Bernd Luxenburger - 
Bertil Tunje - Bissacco Federico - Bjoern Didwischus - Bonamin Luca 
- Brita A. Bruemmer - C. L. Collier - C. L. Francis - Caixa Econ. Mis 
Angra – Angra - Campagna Francesco - Carmela Maria Galiani - Carol 
Tallis - Caroline Newton - Catarina dos Santos - Charles J. Gross - 
Chiara Coni - Chiaw Ching Seng - Christine Anne Whiteford - Cinzia 
Rossi  - Colin Macleod - Consultadoria Moreira - Cynthia Cantrell - D. 
O. Knighton - D. Platt - Daniel J. Boland - Daniel P. Fedorko - Daniela 
Piaggesi  - Daniela Pompei - Danilo Biglino Luca - Dario Fiore - David 
Aro - David M. Abernathy - Dean and Canons of Windsor - Dell’atti 
Enzo - Detsis Nikolaos Georgios - Diane Dostalek - Diocesi Di Massa 
Carrara Pontremo - Domenico Contegiacomo - Doug Acker - Dr. 
Juergen Wallner - Dra. Ana Roldao Nicola - Droog-Van Steene H 
& J - E. Morris - Edward J. Ward - Eleonor Pontarini Davide - Eligio 
Alessandro Sergi - Elisa Mazzuco - Elisabetta Majerotto - Elizabeth 
Hofmann - Ellen Shalmi - Emanuele Abeni - Eng. Luis Carvalho - Enrica 
Guaglio - Erasmo Lassandro - Ewan G. Carr - Fabio Caria - Fabrizio 
Ungarelli - Fiorella Lorandi - Fontanarosa Saverio - Francesco Callista 
- Francesco Federico Fumagalli - G. Claypole - Gaetano Russo - 
George A. Friend - Gerard Hennessy - Giacomo V. Bellodi - Giorgio De 
Simone - Giorgio Panella - Giovanna Appodia - Giovanni Rota Martir - 
Giulia Boraso - Giuliano De Medici - Giuliano Polles  - Giuseppe Merlini 
- Gordon Storkmann – Graveleau - Guy Barrey - Gwyneth Lloyd - H. 
Roberts - Halsey D. Cory - Heidi C. Wahlstrom - Heiko Mannes - Helen 
T. Oconnell - Hideyuki Takai - Hilary Kirk - I. W. Stewart - I. Wolkoff - Ian F. 
O’Brien - Idit Ghivoni - Igui Piscinas – Ingelaere - Interim Management 
(Epsom) Ltd - J. M. Day - J. Ward - Jacqueline Debove - Jaime Mir 
Vendrell - James Campbell - Jan Kircher - JD Garrod - Jean Bernard 
Rebord - Jean Paquin - Jeffrey A. Sammataro - Jeffrey Mayer - Jennifer 
J. Willott - Jirí Pytela - João Paulo Campos - John Hermsen - John 
Tyhterleigh - Jokinen Eeva Ellimaija - Jordi Roche - Jose Luis Gonzalez 
Lopez - Karl Hoffmann - Kathryn B. Taylor - Kevin Tuck - Kurt M. Sauer 
- L. Baxter - Latikka Turo - Laura Nanni - Lawrence M. Wold - Leanna 
Culton - Lisa C. Fontes - Lorenz Reichelt - Lorenza Simoni - Lori Hunter 
- Luca Ferrari - Luca Frigeiro - Luca Greco - Lucio Gasparo - Lucrezia 
Falconieri - Luigi Bellodi   - Luigi Sorrentino - Luigi Vandelli - Lyda V. 
Pavon Aviles - M. Mcintosh - Magali Bardet - Magold Alexandra - Marco 
Bollini - Marco Cassani - Marco Gallicani - Marco Turchi - Mariano Loda 
- Mario Correia - Marta Sofia Palma - Martin Volf - Massimo Diacci - 
Mathieu Pouret - Matteo Carobolante - Maurizio Piscitello - Mauro Ferrari 
- Mauro Nishi - Melva J. Mansfield - Michael Kaiserauer - Michal Korch 
- Michèle Fournier - Michele Teodorani - Miguel Alomar Tomas - Miguel 
Llorente Covadonga - Monfredini Luca - Monica Canavesi - Monica 
Monteio - Monica Vaccari - N. Artrong - Naama Bar Gil - Nicola Rosato 
- Ocimar D. Pagoto - Ondrej Kubera - Ondrej Podskubka - P. J. Bianchi 
- P. Patel - Paola Mariani - Paolo Mazzelli - Paolo Monti - Patricia A. 
Doyle - Patricia A. Williams - Patrick C. Warner - Patrick Rundin - Pavel 
Beran - Pavel Trantina - Perrier Sylvain - Perrotta Consiglia - Peter S. 
Brooks - Petr Brabec - Petr Tulach - Phil Day - Pietro Mastantuoni - R. J. 
Scruby - R. W. Brown - Rainato Massimo - Rainer Jungnickel - Randall 
Sims – Rastrilla - Raul Sanchez - Raymundo Tamayo Garcia P. - Regis 
Da Silva - Restivo Francesco - Richard John Stone - Rick Jurgens - 
Robert Colin Scott - Robert D. Smith - Robert Gibson - Robert Peter 
Troost - Robin A. Cussens - Roger Moore - Rosanna Putorti - Rowan 
G. Carter - Russell L. Brooks - S. J. Broadhurst - S. J. Ritchie - Sandra 
Garrudo Bento - Serena Vasa - Sergio Colela - Sergio Spartaco Mondi 
- Maria Beretta - Sharon Janega - Sheila Lehnert - Shigeyuki Takenaka - 
Silvia C. Carvalho - Silvio Miyazaki - Silvio Saraceni - Simon C. Medrano 
- SK Tahjalpin - Stephanie M. Robinson - Stephen R. Hynes - Susan 
J. Babbington - Susan Russell - Sylvia Ann Rand - T. Fitz-Desorgher 
- T. Gregory - Teresa Rato - Thomas D. Ellett - Timothy Kidd - Troels 
Forchhammer - Ulrich Simon - Ulrik Sørensen - Vassilios Birtsas - 
Viadana Piovesan Matteo Fabio - Villelmo Bartolini - Vojtech Dabrowski 
- Vojtech Frohlich - Warren H. Burgess - William Lieberman.

Total amount of funds 
received:	
USD 1’502’700 (as of 31 August 2010)

International Scout Aid	 USD 315’000
Francophone Cooperation 	USD 702’700
UNICEF			   USD 485’000

The Boy Scouts of America quickly sent a container carrying 
emergency material containing over 2000 tents and 1600 sleeping 
bags.
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