International Scout Environmental Forum

Narita Declaration

The world today is facing significant environmental challenges of an unprecedented nature.  Scouting as a Movement develops young people to play a constructive role in society and has a responsibility to prepare and mobilise its members to tackle these environmental challenges.

Following on from the meeting of world leaders at the Hokkaido Toya-ko G8 Summit where these leaders looked at the threats of global warming and its influence worldwide, the Scout Association of Japan hosted an International Scout Environmental Forum.  This forum brought together over 100 participants from 90 countries to learn about climate change, share experiences and identify practical steps to address this global issue.

The forum expressed concern at the alarming rate of change being seen in many places around the world, including the threat to atoll islands, the expansion of deserts, changing habitats, loss of arctic environments and the rising onslaught of natural disasters.  They also identified opportunities through collaboration, working in partnership, sharing of best practices and taking a unified approach to these challenges through the Scout Movements' approach to non-formal education.

As a result of the International Scout Environmental Forum, the participants declare:

· The urgent need for the World Organization of the Scout Movement as a whole to focus its attention to these important issues affecting the future of our planet;

· The need for all youth members to be given sufficient support through environmental education to empower them to understand and take proactive steps to take the lead in tackling these environmental challenges;

· The need for National Scout Organizations to engage with the World Scout Environment Programme, to use the resources available and apply the framework for environment education in Scouting to their programme;

· To strengthen unity and partnerships between Scouts and with other organisations.

In the words of our Founder, Lord Baden-Powell, Scouts are reminded to 'try to leave this world a little better than you found it'.

21 July, 2008

By agreement of all participants of the International Scout Environmental Forum

