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It is my great pleasure to be part of this international environment forum initiated by the Scout Association of Japan and for this opportunity to speak before you on a very important and pressing issue: our environment and global warming.

I would like to believe that the reasons why I was invited as speaker of this forum are for two reasons. First, because I come from Maldives, and second, because like you, I am a Scout.

Effects of Global Warming in Maldives

What is the significance of my home country Maldives to this forum on environment?  Maldives is a group of 1,190 islands, of which 202 are inhabited. Major islands are known for their white sandy beaches and tall palm trees. The chain of atolls sits on reef limestones. For many millennia, the rich islands gave the early inhabitants plenty of resources to live on, not only what they needed to survive but the beauty of nature that made them live harmoniously.

While the wonders of Maldives are still there, there is a frightening prospect being talked about even 20 years ago, that Maldives faces the certainty of disappearance under the sea.  As you see, Maldives has more sea than land.  On average, the islands rise barely a metre above sea level.  Should the ocean level rise even by one metre in 2030 as envisaged, over 80% of land area will be inundated and the remaining 20% will not have the capacity to sustain human habitation. This is what global warming can spell on an entire country like Maldives – its disappearance.

Another feature found in the Maldives, though not very common and still happening today, is the slipping away of parts of the lagoon or an island. The first recorded slipping occurred in 1977, when an island slipped into a lagoon about 18 feet deep. Then in April 1987, a 12-feet high wave swept the capital island Male which originated some 5000 km away. 

Another phenomena observed in Maldives due to climate change is coral bleaching. Coral bleaching is a loss of color of corals as a response to stress due to increased or reduced water temperatures and increased solar irradiance.  Wind, exposure at low tide, and weather conditions can contribute to coral bleaching. Under stress, the coral becomes lighter or with a completely white appearance. 

One remarkable example of coral bleaching occurred in 1998 where 90% of all corals were affected in the Maldives. Corals normally require 24-27o C temperature, while in 1998, the water temperature went up to 35 o C and up to 15 meters deep. This effect was seen in the reef top of the Vadoo Island. In December 1997, there was no bleaching coral. It looked like a large school of green pullers with scattered jewel stones. Less than two years after, in March 1999, the dead corals lay in heaps and the school of swallow-tail pullers largely decreased.

It is not easy to find a surviving table coral, but this is one of them – the vadoo house reef which is 5 meters deep. The survivors are all young corals.

Over the past 15 years or so, Maldives has observed coastal erosion and has rapidly increased where over 40% of the inhabited islands are facing a serious erosion problem, which is physically threatening the settlements in these areas. 

More than anything else, Maldivians do not want to become the first refugees because of environmental disaster. But some experts say that by 2030 the earth is likely to be warmer than any time in the last 120,000 years.  We now see  changes of 1-2 degrees celsius in every 40 years and that we have only 20 years from now before nations are under water, like Maldives, start disappearing totally. 

These phenomena in Maldives and the many huge floods, hurricanes and natural disasters happening in other parts of the world in recent months are clear warnings of environmental change, of which we are largely ignoring or are doing very little about it.

It is no longer a myth. It is real. It is measurable. It is visible. It is projected and it will get worse – according to the UN Climate Change Panel chairman.

So what is the world doing about it?

All of us must be aware that the recent G8 Summit held in Hokkaido had on its agenda the themes on environment and climate change, among other critical issues that world leaders have to face.

The G8 Summit took the initiative to address global environment issues and to create an effective framework beyond 2012.  Japan also made its blueprint in the Summit with the presentation of the “Cool Earth” promotion program by Japan’s Prime Minister Fukuda and explained the pursuit of Japan as a low-carbon society. Japan is indeed determined to innovate technologies to protect the environment.

What can we, as individuals, do about it?

While the powerful nations are expressing their commitment to work against global warming, what can we do as Scouts and as individuals to save the environment?

There is an interesting book entitled “How can I stop climate change?” written by Helen Burley and Chris Haslam. Try to read this book.  The book is about “turning the challenge into a way forward for us all, and coming out on the other side healthier, and happier.” It is about doing something NOW, rather than later, or in the future. 

The authors suggest that the starting point is science, to know what’s happening to our world and why. Even if scientists do not tell us – we experience unusual temperatures, ice sheets crash into the sea, and many other strange phenomena happening, and we watch these occurrences on television almost everyday. 

Before we can act, there are three terms we need to know. You must have learned these in school, but let us have a quick review:

•  Greenhouse-effect:  this is how the earth keeps warm. Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere trap heat from the sun, raising the temperature down here. Without greenhouse gases, our planet would be too cold to support most life.

•  Global warming: is the way the average temperature on the earth’s surface is increasing. Scientific evidence clearly shows the increase of greenhouse gases is largely to blame.

•  Man-made warming:  Greenhouse gases – the main ones are carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and water vapour – are naturally present in the earth’s atmosphere. The amount of greenhouse gases has remained relatively stable for thousands of years but increased sharply in the last century. This is largely as a result of burning fossil fuels such as oil, coal and gas, which produces carbon dioxide. 

How does climate change affect our planet?

Many of us, if not all of us, are experiencing these effects of climate change at one time or another. We watch them on the news and see their devastating effects on millions of lives of people and properties. The effects of climate change are rains and storms; hurricanes and cyclones; melting glaciers and ice sheets; rising rivers and rising seas; wild fires; heat waves; water shortage, among others.

When disaster strikes, many Scouts have the opportunities to go to disaster areas to bring relief goods, manage refugee camps, and even rescue lives. But we don’t have to be disaster zones to be of help.  As individuals, there are practical things we could do everyday of our lives, and this would have an important impact on our environment.

First, we save energy starting with ourselves. We can: 

•    Start a low-carbon diet. 

· Eat less meat.  Livestock generate more gas emissions

· Eat lower down the food chain.  Cereals and vegetable tend to have less impact on the climate than meat and dairy.

· Always read the label. The nearer the food was grown or manufactured, the less carbon it will have taken to your shopping basket.

· Grow your own

· Go to your local farmers market. Support your local producers

· Avoid processed and packaged foods as many foods are processed overseas

We can save energy in our own homes and each Scout can influence family members to develop energy saving habits. 

•    Use low-energy bulbs. Nearly one-third of our electricity pays for our lighting. That’s the equivalent of 19 percent of total global energy.

•    Open curtains and blinds to get in natural light.

•    Clean windows to allow more light through the pane.

•    Replace old-fridge freezers

•    Multi-task the oven to make the most of the heat. If you’re baking a cake, think about what you can cook at the same time.

•    Turn off electronic equipment, rather than on standby or sleep mode. Devices in sleep mode or standby is a waste of electricity.

•    Put the aircon lower, not at a freezing point.

•    Fix leaks.  If you have a leaking tap, fix it quickly.

•   Recycle paper waste, e-waste, plastic and metal waste, etc.

We can also save energy on the road

•    Walking is good for the environment and for our health. Apart from it benefits to environment, walking is a preventive measure against coronary heart diseases, high blood pressure and increase bone density.


•    Cycle or bike more frequently, if not, start doing that

•    Use public transport – train, tram, coach


•    If you drive, slow down. You can improve fuel economy by 25-35% by traveling 70mph rather than 90mph

How can we de-carbonize the work place?

If you are already working, it is good to develop the good habits of:

•    Switching off plugs.  Shut down computers, printers, photocopiers, radio, and phone chargers.  Leaving the photocopier on overnight uses enough energy to print more than 1,500 pieces of A4 paper.

•    Turn out the lights.  

•    Use energy saving mode.   Turn the brightness of your screen down or turn it off if you haven’t used it for a few minutes.

•    Print less.  If you need to print internal documents, use both sides of the paper.

•    Use a mug. Use a mug for tea or coffee instead of using paper or plastic cups. 

These are just a few practical things we can do as individuals – to know what’s happening, to understand climate change and its fast-changing effects; save energy at home, on the road, in school or in the workplace; and make a commitment ourselves, and influence our families and other people to do the same.

What is the Scouting Movement doing about it?

Let me cite two good examples of partnerships happening in the region, whereby Scouts are making a contribution to help stop global warming. Boy Scouts of the Philippines has entered a partnership with Coca-Cola for a massive tree planting project all around the country. The project is called “Go Green: Go for the Real Thing!”. What makes this project unique from an ordinary tree planting campaign is that – it would involve Scouts not just to plant a tree but to grow and nurture them. The Scouts will learn how to propagate the seeds, plant the seedlings, and nurture the tree until it grows. 

In Thailand, Scouts have responded to the “One Billion Trees Campaign” of UNEP. Using natural means and technology, Scouts are planting hundreds of thousands of fruit trees, including tamarind, jackfruit, and by both using traditions means of planting, and releasing rubber balloons to scatter seeds in the deep jungle. Their target is to grow around 100,000 in one year.

I am aware that there are more partnerships going on in some countries, and I am sure, these will be shared by some of you in this forum most certainly by my colleagues in the World Scout Bureau.

And finally, what can we do as Scouts during and after this forum? 

Work for various environmental awards both at national and international level, individually or as a group or as a troop. There are many awards you can join and thereby contribute to environment.

It is a huge challenge for us to do something significant here and after this forum. I understand that you will discuss future activities and potential partnerships. I do wish that you will devise an instrument that is practical and do-able that would guide whatever activities and networking you will decide. Just remember, that our mother earth needs our compassion and our commitment to make it a vibrant and healthy planet once again. 

Thank you! Arigato Gozaimas!

